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How money and politics affects:
The Environment and Health
In 2005, 22 million Americans were diagnosed with asthma, including 6.2 million children. According to the American Lung Association, the increase in particle pollution has increased the severity of asthma attacks and therefore the hospitalizations for children with asthma. 
Though pollution is correlated with the increase in asthma, Congress and the Bush Administration have done little to adopt stricter standards for pollution output. They have gone along with the recommendations of energy industry lobbyists and executives instead of following the recommendations of scientific experts advising the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Health standards have been given up for oil.

While air standards were being ignored, Former Vice President Cheney chaired an energy task force that met with over 300 groups and individuals secretly. Also, while environmental groups were trying to meet with the Bush administration to help air pollution standards, the oil and energy industry had individual meetings. This industry also gave $1.9 million from the oil and gas industry for his 2000 bid, and another $2.6 million for his 2004 campaign. BP has also donated to other campaigns. In 2008, BP donated a total of $198,500 to federal campaigns. 
Recently, in the Gulf of Mexico, there was an oil leak that is now causing what has been estimated to be the worst man-made disaster. They donated $71,000 to President Barack Obama’s campaign. 
Taken from “Heavy Breathing:  Energy Industry Campaign Contributions” by Public Campaign, 1320 19th Street, NW Suite M-1, Washington, DC 20036
